
Fulton Newsletter to Parents 
From the Principal, Ron Gonser 

 

Happy February! 2017 has gotten off to a wonderful start here 
at Fulton! Our students have picked up where they left off.  
Fulton Elementary is a great place for our children to 
learn and grow thanks to our students, staff, and parents who 
serve as partners in education.  It takes that "team" of com-
mitted people to make a school successful, and we value the 
commitment we have from you. Thank you for all that you do 
for Fulton School. We encourage all of our families to check 
our web page on a regular basis for updated information 
about events and other activities that are happening within 
the Fulton Learning Community and the district. 

In closing, we want to thank our families for their diligence in 
having their students at school on-time and well-prepared for 
learning each day. In addition, please continue to be mindful 
that our student’s academic day continues until dismissal 
each afternoon.  It is very important that students are not dis-
missed early, unless an unavoidable appointment or emergen-
cy is involved.  Valuable class instruction time and required 
assignments from their teacher may be missed in addition to  
required class assignments. 

Ron Gonser 
Principal 

CCSD146 

FEBRUARY, 2017 

FEBRUARY 
HAPPENINGS
2/1/17– 2nd 
Grade Concert 
6:30p.m. 

2/2/17—Grade 1 
Concert  6:30pm 

2/8/17—STEAM 
Night (Math & Sci-
ence) 6:00-
7:00pm) 

2/17/17– PTO 
FUN FAIR 
5:00-8:00pm 

2/20/17– NO 
SCHOOL PRESI-
DENT’S DAY 

2/21-2/22/17—
Science Fair 

2/27/17– Robert 
Crown 5th grade 
field trip 



NOTES FROM NURSE JUDY…… 

 
5th GRADE STUDENTS—Packets will be sent by USPS (Mail) to the parents of all 5th 

graders near the end of February with information on the required 6th grade physical 

and dental exams.  We encourage setting up a doctor’s appointment early to avoid the 

summer rush. Students who plan to participate in any extracurricular sports must have 

a sports physical on file at Central. NOTE: The regular sixth grade physicals may 

“double” as sports physicals, but only if they are dated after June 1, 2017 so please 

plan accordingly. If you have any questions about this policy, please feel free to contact  

me in the health office at (708) 614-4525 ext. 3306 

 

Here is the new ORLAND TOWNSHIP IMMUNIZATION & HEALTH FAIR 

SCHEDULE FOR 2017. All services are provided at the Orland Township office locat-

ed at 14807 S. Ravinia Avenue in Orland Park. 

 

 
  DATE:     TIME: 

   

  Tuesday, February 7, 2017  5:30  to 8p.m.  

  Saturday, March 4, 2017  9 to 11:30a.m. 

  Tuesday, April 11, 2017  5:30 to 8p.m. 

  Saturday, May 6, 2017  9 to 11:30a.m. 

  Tuesday, June 6, 2017  5:30 to 8p.m. 

  Saturday, July 29, 2017  9 to 11:30a.m. 

  Tuesday, August 15, 2017  5:30 to 8p.m. 

  Saturday, September 9, 2017  9 to 11:30a.m. 

 

 

***Health Fair Notes: - The physical exams ($20) and free dental and vision screen-

ings are available at Health Fair only*** Immunizations are available to children 

through age 18 at no charge on all dates.   

 

 

Please call the township directly at (708) 403-4222 for additional information. 

 

Illinois State Law requires that all children entering kindergarten, second and sixth 

grade submit evidence of having a complete dental examination.  There are a number 

of kindergarten and second grade students who have not yet submitted a dental exam. 

Kindly do so as soon as possible.  Please call the Health Office if you need a dental 

form and I’ll send it home with your child. 

 



 

 

A Note From Nurse Judy:       

  

Vision and Hearing Referrals 
 

Parents cannot always tell if their children have vision problems.  Vision screening can detect 

some of these problems early.  When eye defects are found and treated promptly, eye strain 

and permanent loss of eyesight may be prevented.  Also, if your child passes the vision screen-

ing, do not assume he or she does not need an eye examination.  Vision screening is not a sub-

stitute for regular professional examinations by an eye doctor.   

 

Also, if your child failed the hearing screening for the second time, or did not pass the more 

detailed “threshold test”, this may indicate your child may have a problem with hearing loss.  

The sooner your child is seen by a physician, the more likely the difficulty can be corrected 

and serious problems avoided. 

 

If your child received a Vision or Hearing Referral, please follow up with a doctor and return 

the referral form to the health office as soon as possible. 
 

 

 EACH YEAR, AS PART OF OUR HEALTH/SCIENCE CURRICULUM, OUR 5TH 

GRADE STUDENTS  ATTEND THE “LIFE BEGINS” PROGRAM PROVIDED 

THROUGH THE ROBERT CROWN CENTER FOR HEALTH EDUCATION IN 

HINSDALE, ILLINOIS . WE WILL BE ATTENDING THE PROGRAM ON MONDAY, 

FEBRUARY 27, 2017 AT 9:45AM.  PARENTS CAN PREVIEW AND DISCUSS THE 

PROGRAM PRIOR TO THEIR CHILDREN’S PARTICIPATION.  PARENTS ARE IN-

VITED TO ATTEND A PRESENTATION ON TUESDAY  JANUARY 31, 2017 AT  

KRUSE EDUCATION CENTER  AT 6P.M..  
   

  

 
FEBRUARY IS NATIONAL CHILDREN’S DENTAL HEALTH MONTH 

Developing good brushing and flossing habits at an early age, and scheduling 

regular dental visits, helps children get a good start for  a lifetime of healthy teeth 

and gums. Don’t forget to ask your dentist about dental sealants, to protect 

against tooth decay at your child’s next appointment. 

Illinois State Law requires that all children entering kindergarten, second and  

sixth grade submit evidence of having a complete dental examination. There are 

a number of kindergarten and second grade students who have not yet submit-

ted a dental exam.  Kindly do so as soon as possible. Please call the health office 

if you need a dental form and I’ll send it home with your child. Keep Smiling! 

 
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FULTON SCHOOL 

Health News Brief 

February 2017 
 

Just a reminder that the cold and flu season is still upon us.  There are many  

Strains of viruses, circulating right now. Prompting parents to wonder whether  

to keep their child home or send them to school. 

 

Remember to follow these good practices: 

 * A sick child should be kept home and the well child sent to school.  

 * A child who has a fever accompanied by coughing, sneezing, vomiting, 

 or has diarrhea should be kept home for 24 hours after the symptoms and  

 fever subside (this means if your child is running a fever in the morning or any 

 time during the day, they must be kept home that day and the following day). 

  

 When a child is sent to school too soon, their resistance is low, and they are  

 susceptible to a recurrence of that illness, as well as other illnesses. 

 

 Remember to call the school office if your  child will be absent. Also all  

 contagious diseases should be reported. (You can call the office 24 hours a day 

 and leave a message (708) 614-4525)  

 

 Hopefully, a united effort will result in reduced illness and absences during the 

 remaining winter months. 



 

 

 

 

  VALENTINE’S DAY PARTY  
 

The only food at the Valentines parties should be pre-approved by 

the class coordinator and will not be sent home with students. 

Valentine’s should NOT contain edible treats. 

******************************************************** 

   GREAT AMERICA   

 
    “READ TO SUCCEED “ Reading Incentive  

Program offered by Six Flags Great America(Gurnee, IL) 

Start reading so your child (grades K-5) can earn a FREE ticket to Great America by reading 

6 hours(360 minutes) of recreational reading as an incentive program. Parent letters and stu-

dent log forms were sent home before winter break with details. If you need another log sheet 

at any time, please contact your child’s teacher. All log forms must have minutes documented 

and require a parent signature/initials. The final due date for Six Flag log sheets is Friday, 

February 17, 2017. All log sheets are due to your teacher at this time. Your child will receive 

their earned ticket, within their final report card envelope at the end of the year.  Great Amer-

ica also offers family discounts online also for the rest of the family to help create a Summer 

Event for the whole family to enjoy! READ! READ! READ! 

Lorie Kaiser, Six Flags: Fulton School Coordinator 

Congratulations to the Spelling Bee Winners 

Maksym  Sierak  1st Place 

Gavin Hemminger 2nd Place 



 

GRADE LEVEL NEWS 

  

FIRST GRADE:  First graders will be working on the reading strategy of questioning.  While read-

ing they will stop and wonder what will happen, or why something happened and ask questions to further 

their understanding of the story.  In math we will continue with addition and subtraction and begin work-

ing on shapes and their attributes.  

We will begin writing our own stories in writing.  

Our science unit will be on Penguins. 

 

Thank you for all you do and continue to practice reading with understanding every night and math prac-

tice. 

 

 SECOND GRADE:  We have started arrays.   The students are taught to multiply 

by using the concept of equal groups and relate it to the appropriate multiplication sen-

tence.  The students are led to see that the computation can be done either by multiplying 

the number of items in each group by the number of groups, or by multiplying the number 

of groups by the number of items in each group.    

In the area of Literacy we are working on non-fiction text.   The students will know and 

use various text features (e.g., captions, bold print, subheading, glossaries, and indexes) to 

locate key facts or information.    

For 3rd quarter we will work on informational writing.    

 THIRD GRADE:  Third graders will begin their study of folktales and fables from different 

cultures.  Folktales are stories, often with a message, that were initially passed on by word of mouth.  Fa-

bles are stories meant to teach a useful lesson that often have animals that speak and act like humans.  The 

students will analyze the characters and the central message learned in each tale. 

 In math, the third graders will investigate fractions.  They will develop an understanding of frac-

tions as numbers.  They will also be drawing pictorial representations and identifying fractions on a num-

ber line. 

 
FOURTH GRADE: Fourth grade has been busy during literature.  We have been 

working on a poetry unit.  Students have been learning about stanzas, meter, rhythm, 

and theme.  They have been working with a variety of poems.  Students will be working 

on classifying the difference between poems, prose, and drama.  In addition to poems 

fourth graders will continue to work on their narrative stories.  Third quarter A.R. goals 

have been set.  Congratulations to all of our students who met their second quarter 

goal!  They had a celebration on January 26th.  
 



 

 

 
FOURTH GRADE CONT’D: 
 
  In math students have been finishing up working with multi digit mul-

tiplication.  They are using the all partial product method.  Please ask your student to show 
you how to solve with this strategy.   We will be moving onto long division using the forgiv-
ing method strategy.  This should be the only strategy students use even at home. 

The fourth grade is looking forward to their field trip to see a Chicago Wolves hock-
ey game on February 22nd.  Please make sure students are on time to school that day.  
Everyone needs to bring a peanut free lunch from home with a drink.  Please remind stu-
dents that no one should bring money on the field trip. 

 
 

FIFTH GRADE: Welcome all groundhogs, presidents, and hearts; February is here!  Some 

classes will be assigned to work on a Family Heart Project.  Be creative and have fun! We look for-

ward to seeing the final products. 

 Our fifth graders will be going on a field trip to the Robert Crown Health Center on Mon-

day, February 27th.  The program that will be presented is entitled, Human Growth and Develop-

ment.    

 In reading, we continue to work toward reaching our reading goals, and improving our oral 

fluency and comprehension skills.  We will practice reading informational texts, work with author’s 

point of view, and study different literature genres.  Students are doing a great job reading, annotat-

ing, and paraphrasing informational text found on the newsela website.  We are also working on 

improving our fifth grade academic vocabulary.   

 This month in math, students will continue to work with fractions, especially multiplying 

and dividing them.  Students will also begin working with decimals.   

 There are a few fun and interesting projects planned this month for our fifth graders.  They 

will create an iMovie on their iPads!  Each iMovie will document what they’ve learned about differ-

ent types of figurative language.  Students will also complete a biography project on a famous Afri-

can American.   

 Are there nights when your child doesn’t have much assigned homework?  There is always 

something 5th graders can be working on!  It doesn’t have to be assigned!  Some examples of  

acttivities students can do on nights when they don’t have much homework are: 

read their library books, practice math facts, go on technology and work on ixl.com, typing.com, 

newsela.com, etc.  Other ideas include writing and illustrating your own story, or practice writing 

your signature! 

 

  The fifth grade teachers appreciate all parent support while encouraging students to 

read at home each night, and discussing what they’re reading. Also, for promoting the practice of 

highly effective homework habits.   

 

 



 
 



 

  

  

  

 

 

 

DISTRICT MATH CHALLENGE 
 
 

Congratulations & Best Wishes to those who will be representing Fulton at this year’s 
District 146 Math Challenge competition on February 23rd at Central Middle School 
(change of venue). We know they will represent us well!!! 

 
Here are the Names: 
 
 1st Grade     4th Grade 
 Ryan Banser     Celia Lindokken 
 Autumn Vesely    Benjamin James 
 Aayden Wessel    Brandon Czerwiec 
 Maryam Natour    Joslyn Anichini 
 Alternate:  Grace Gainer   Alternate:    Keven Morcos 
 
 2nd Grade     5th Grade  
 Marni Hemminger    Sean McCullough 
 Kyle Lutchen     Caleb Aggen 
 Casey Edwards    Cooper Harty 
 Daniel McCarthy    Emily Vesely 
 Alternate:    Noe Sandoval   Alternate:    Tina Raloff 
 
 3rd Grade  
 Gavin Hemminger 
 Dylan Scanlon 
 Rayane Harir 
 Sophia Pinho 
 Alternate:    Dylan Weber        
   

 

 

 
 



  
 

  

 

 
 During the month of January, Student Council sponsored a pencil drive 
in conjunction with the South Suburban Reading Council. Fulton students once 
again showed their compassion and generosity by donating over 1,000 new 
pencils to be sent to Vida Vueva school in El Ejido, Mexico. 

 
 
 
 

 During the month of February, Student Council is sponsoring a Veteran 
letter writing campaign. Let’s show care and gratitude for out Veterans! 
Letters can be written at school or home, and  turned in by February 24th.  
The letters will then be sent to Veterans at VA Hospitals. 
  
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

   

 This Month In Art!  

 

1st Grade- We just finished working together to make life size figure drawings!  Next,  

we are going to explore different textures and patterns as we work together to create a  

giant animal.  Each of us will work on a section and then we will put them together for 

the final project! 

2nd Grade- After we finish our Frida Kahlo inspired portraits, we will be learning about  

ancient Greek pottery.  The decoration on the pottery was often used to commemorate a 

special activity or event, so we will decorate ours to show something that is special to 

us. 

3rd Grade- We are finishing our exploration of how our expressions change when we are  

feeling different emotions.  Next, we are doing another portrait project, but we will be  

focusing on drawing our faces in profile, or from the side.  We will also be using an  

exciting new material for this project!  

4th Grade- In fourth grade, we have explored drawing geometric forms in one-point per-

spective.  We are now using our knowledge of those forms to depict a city, but not from  

our usual perspective!  For this project, we are showing the city from a bird’s eye view! 

5th Grade- Third quarter brings an exciting new STEAM centered project to fifth grade! 

Students have begun learning how to design in 3-D on their iPads. After some practice  

creating various objects, students will be designing a customized pen, and then using a  

3-D printer to actually create the objects. Students will have to pull from their sculptural 

knowledge of forms, as well as their spatial knowledge, and math background.  

 

Notes from Mr. McLaughlin and Mrs. Terdich:  

It’s time for some new artwork in the Administration building!  Please join us in con-

gratulating Aubrey S., Gavin H., Kelcie L., Kelsey W., Jessie A., Angel A. and Harold 

R.for having their work on display!  Start thinking about our spring art shows!  There 

will be two shows and students can enter one artwork in each.   

 

 

  



 
  Attention all aspiring authors, the Young Author’s writing contest  

 is back!  Students can participate by writing an original story, poem, or  

 narrative.  All works must be created by you, the student.  Final copies 

 may  be handwritten, or typed.  Make sure to turn in all works by  

 Friday February 24th.  If you have any questions, contact Mrs. Secor or  

 Mrs. Emmick!  We look forward to reading your writing entries. 

 

Mrs. Secor and Mrs. Emmick (Young Author Co-Sponsors) 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GYM CLASS 
  
  Fulton physical education will begin our jump rope unit in  

 February ending with our annual Jump-Rope for Heart Jump-a-Thon. 

 Please look for hand-outs being sent home, in the next couple of  

 weeks, explaining this event in more detail.       






